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those bloomers shocked, and complaints adi
cated to the press.

The reply was brief. Bloomers had the £

adoption by studentesses, students had begi
interfere.

The absence of Interference was one thii
other. The young women recognized that tl
back to skirts, rather abbreviated perhaps ai

that rustled presently through the leisures
The writer may be in error, he frequei

incident it seems to him that the movemei
needless.

This gentleman, the pastor of the Gra<
recently before the Women's Congress to tl

"The bicycle is one of the most import
woman, in physical strength, in mental abil
into our civilization. The exercise for the 1
erjty of action which it brings have already
It of great consequence that it should be pi
kept from abandoning it before it has beci
danger now is that women of bad taste or c

licity to do Immodest things or to wear imi
vards women are seen who exhibit them!
modestv.

"Such exhibitions and disregard of tr
many who now use the wheel ^ind prevent

"The movement which is now needed t<
ard of dress and by the force of public c

those who abuse the bicycle and its oppor
"There should be a convention of the w(

clubs, strong and decided resolutions pasi
standard of dress adopted."

No doubt there are immodest women. 1
but on foot. But their presence on thorouj
yet. Their influence is too insignificant.

iiaiMiteStj is iieVei' that. In i

A CORBETT
C ATFKH

I I IOI I.

A Han-Smashing Finny
Fighter That has Laid

Out Three human
Victims.

Swimming lazily about In a tank with
extra lieavy glass sides in the State hatchcryof Nebraska, at Omaha, is a member of
the finny tribe that has suddenly leaped
Into piscatorial fame as a "man-smashing"
catfish.

It is beyond question that this is the only
catfish ever caught in inland waters which
has a record of knocking out three men on

terra flrma, and which has lived to be
feared and at the same time admired by
his human victims.
This "man-smashing" fish has Justly

earned the strange name by actually
smashing in three ribs of one man and
palhfully bruising two others, one no less
a 'person than the State Commissioner of
Nebraska, Mr. Lew May. Were he not the

property of the State he would doubtless
be widely sought by museum agents and
exhibited from one end of the country to
the other. As It is, several of these enterprisinggentlemen have unsuccessfully
endeavored to secure his lordship.
Thpre have been plenty of Instances of

a fish knocking a man out when both werp
In the water, but for oven a big fish to accomplishthat feat on land is certainly a

novelty..
The ca.tfl3h weighs 110 pounds. A catfish

that weighs a gooa aeai less man mat is

an ugly customer to handle, for he has
Vim and bounce enough for a-dozen of some

varieties of his brethren. They are all
weaklings when compared with this 110pounder,as the story of his achievements
shows.
He was one of the big attractions at the

recent State Fair at Omaha, for ever since
a plucky fisherman netted him out of tho
Missouri River at Plattsmouth he has been
growing larger and erven handsomer, as

fish go.
Ho showed such a record as a fighter

that his captor. Instead of keeping him
and serving him up to hungry customers,
put mm in a tnnic ana awaitea aeveiopments.They came soon enough. From
being it big fleh he was rapidly becoming
an enormous one, and each day Increased
the troubles of his unfortunate captor. He
was getting too big und valuable as a

curiosity to kill, and at the same time his
destructive habits threatened to force his
owner Into bankruptcy. Almost every day
he managed to break the light, woodon
tank In which he was nt first kept. Into a

greater or less amount of kindling wood.
When the fair endtfd It was decided to

transfer the big fellow to tho hatcheries.
This was the beginning of trouble. Tho
big-Jawed leviathan rather liked to be on
exhibition. He seemed to look at the peoplejust as much as they looked at him.
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inie and to spare for that which is techniwonianwho has replaced the grisette,
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lressed to the authorities were communlseal

of municipal approval. Since their
m to study. The authorities declined to

ig. The defection of the students was anlelrcharm had exhaled, and promptly went
id unnecessarily bouffant, but still skirts
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ltly is, but if only because of that little
it agitated by the Rev. Dr. Conwell is

;e Baptist Church of Philadelphia, spoke
le following effect:
ant instruments for the advancement of
ity and in social equality that has come

lody, the outdoor experience and the lib-
proved a blessing. Its importance makes
eserved to woman and that she should be
}me a permanent institution. The great
;haracter will avail themselves of its pubnodcstdresses. Even now on our bouleselvesin attire which shocks the sense of

ue womanliness will certainly keep away
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sed against immodesty, and a general
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jhfares has never housed decent women

Influence to be preponderant must bo
he ease of ft piatn tVoinaii It is repellant

So when It came to retirement he objected.
How he did object. Even the venerable
Holman in the days of liis dictatorship
couldn't hold a candle to him.
His catshlp's home at the fair had been

a narrow tank, so that he would not have
much of a chance to swing his tail with
sufficient power to do any damage. His
reputation for amiability was not above
par, and when it came to moving him,
precaution was taken to prevent him hurtingany one.

This precaution consisted in wrapping a

folded cloth around the flsli's head before
any efforts were made to lift him out of
his abiding place. The cloth was made
fast, it was supposed, and then the word
was given to those assembled to perform
the task to heave away.
They heaved right royally, and so did

the flsh. At last he had room according to
his tall. Ovet went men and flsh on the
floor, and the number of revolutions the
terrible tail made in a moment would put
any respectable flywheel to shame. All
hands rolled around the floor, the fish
landing every time he struck. It was the
prettiest fight Omaha ever witnessed. The
beauty of It was, too, the police couldn't
stop It, not even the fish's tall. If Sharkey
should ever hit Corbett with anything like
the force with which that fish struck his
antagpnlsts, there would be a new champion.right away.
There were really three men In this

boat, and a pretty bad boat it was to be
In. The more the flsh struggled, the
stronger and wilder he seemed to get. Presentlyhis tall went sideways with a

swish. A second later John Meredith, of
the State Fish Hatcheries, found himself
up against the side of the building with
three ribs broken. Superintendent O'Brien,
of the Hatcheries, went head over heels
from a blow of that powerful tall on one
of his eyes. State Fish Commissioner W.
L. May never knew what hit him, because
it came so quick and hard, but It drove
him some distance along the floor and
caused him to feel as If he had experienceda sudden and violent attack of
muscular rheumatism.
Then the. great, big, conquering fish beganto tire. The absence from his wonted

element told on him. The fierce strokes of
the tall came less and less often, until at
last they ceased altogether. The monster
lay limp and apparently lifeless upon the
floor.
This was the coveted opportunity. One

man went forward, and to show his couragepatted the fish. Then he turned In
triumph, and then.well, then there was a
sudden s-w-l-s-h-h and the man of courage
went Into space as If he had been Inspired
by a full-groayn catapult. It was the tall
again.the tall of the biggest fish Omaha
ever saw.
There Is an end to all things, and so,

after a while, the fish capitulated, was

wrapped In a blanket and carried In triumphto the hatcheries. When they
dumped him Into a tank there he deliberatelysank to the bottom and refused to
move. Whether it was sulks or exhaustionno one knows, but to see just how he
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lustration.
Tlio fish.strangely enough he has no

name of his own.has always been consideredrather dangerous ever since he beganto approach his present size. For days
at a time he will sulk, for all the world
just llko a child, and then In a moment
seem to reach a fury of passion and do
his best to disturb his surroundings.
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SLEEPS ONCE.
IN TWOWEEKS

A Man Wftose Life Is
n n » r-^.

Afmost a Kerpetuaf
State of

Torment.
To sleep but once In fourteen days and

then only under the Influence of opiates,
seems a cruel enough condition. It Is only
part of the torture which M. B. Cowdrick,
of Bradford, Clearfield County, Pa., has
suffered for the last eleven years.
Mr. Cowdrick's life during that time has

been one of such unending agony that
nothing but the state of the damned can

be worse. Human Ingenuity never devised
such cruelty. He would be in good luck
If he could change places with a victim
of Turkish or Chinese legal torture. His
pain, w.a is unceasing, is just as great
as it can be without depriving him of
lire ana putting nun out or uis misery, it
Is thus the most annalling form of suffering
which the human mind can conceive.
Eleven years ago Mr. Cowdrlch was attackedby pains which he thought to be

rheumatic. They soon caused him acute
suffering, and he consulted a local physician.This man's treatment was tried for

some months, and had no good results,
A second physician was consulted, and
again without effect.
Mr. Cowdrick then went to Philadelphia,

where he consulted a well-known specialist
in the treatment of rheumatic disease. The
exact nature of his complaint was a mysteryto this practitioner. He exoerimented
with various remedies without success.
The invalid visited in succession three

other well-known i'hilarlelphia physicians.
Mot one of'them-*'was-able'to relieve him.
One of them recommended pine baths, and
these he also tried without success.
During this thnO the disease had been

steadily growing worse, until Cowdrick
was in the condition <he still finds himself.
The pains were incessant, and he had to
spend his jtline sitting helpless in an easy
chair, squeezing*his racked limbs. Natural
sleep became impossible, and only opiates
brought this great reliever.
After physicians he tried patent medicines,and In these alone he spent over

two thousand dollars. Before his illness
he was a well-to-do man, now he is on the
verge of poverty.

en years ago uis nonunion necessitateda heavy use of opiates. The initial
dose soon became powerless, and had to be
Increased rapidly. Now the quantity that
will give him relief is so great that it
means a further weakening of his shattered
health. It is not possible, without endangeringhis life to put him to sleep more
than once in two weeks.
Night and day he sits in his invalid chair,

shuddering with pain, wringing his hands
in hopeless supplication, waiting for the
relief that never comes. His once strong
fvnm tk rrw1nr><irT frn n wrlthlnc olmlotrm

but still it resists the attacks of the enemy
that never relents. Sleep Is possible so

seldom that it is 110 more than one drop
of dew to the tongue of a man dying of
thirst. Medical science-'can do nothing
for him. and as long as his strength holds
out he must live a life that is worse than
deattn
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MENAGERIE
' ON BIKES.
Cats, Dogs, Honhjs and
Even Parrots Now Co

Riding witfi Tfieir
Masters.

The bicycle animal is rapidly becoming
as popular an Institution as the wheel itself.The particular sort which delights
In the wheel seems t& be the cat. Perhapsit is because the dog is the foe of
tlie cyclist. However that may be, there
are any number of cats who accompany
their owners when they go for a spin on

their wheels. The picture that accompanies
this Is drawn from a snap shot photograph
and Is true to life.
Naturally enough, it is the younger oi

the bicycle riders who have brought this
newest feature of cycling Into prominence.
They have begun with cats, but there is
no reason why the experiment should enc
there. There is nothing to prevent the
maiden lady, when she goes awheel, from
letting her parrot perch on the handlebars
while the cat purrs comfortably on hei
shoulder. Then, if her pet dog Is little
enough, she can attach a basket to th>
handle bars and let- the pampered canine
lie therein while she pedals along.
So far as known, the pioneeer hicych

as red wine In a green glass. It puts your te
woman It Is Irreconcilable as ferocity in a lar

The ideas which Dr. Conwell has expresse
separately, they savor, as is but natural, ot
not needed to support the arrest of those wh
on the subject, and those laws are enforced.
Immodest, policemen of the world may not. T

In Paris that line is a trifle higher, in Lo
able here. A standard that shall be general
come from any convention of women represei
will come, if it ever does, as the fat sleeves
from the edicts of certain artists who reside
Palx.

The majority of women would rather be
lng or unbecoming, the prevalent mode is th
mote there were fashions in leaves, which Cha
day. "A modishly attired woman," said Si
which religion cannot bring."

Women are all alike in this.they are ev<

they agree, the point on which there is so

Fashion, for its mandates and decrees. F
geons, it can banish. It is a matter of conver
is a force of such power that it has exiled er

Its ministers are social lenders. Any one wl
nnt nf n rru rmnn f or» orroticromflnf Ko

op] 'ate the power which they possess. T1
lators. i convention of women, however re

presume tj dictate what they shall' weajr w<

ployed. It Is for them to dictate to conventlo
women to dictate to them.

And they will. The bike has come to st
don't wear bloomers on it They don't wear ab
and about the ankle. There let us hope It w

adopted north, east, south and west.
If it don't remain where it is, if through a

creep higher, pass out of sight and develop, as

we may say goodby to a good many things, a

ment.
If breeches come on the bSke, they will cor

appear. Love as well. It will be the dawn ot
That possibility Is remote. Woman Is too

makes her attractive. A man lives as long as h
lives as long as she Is desirable. Hefr deslr
womanliness. And of womanliness the ski

In prehistoric ages, when tattooing was

surmised that woman's attractiveness was

of detaining man as animals are Incapable
herds, not homes. The development of
the affections. The heart of man began to
him. But It was not until religion had i

that his enthralment was complete.
It Is for that reason that love dramas,

so infrequent In the past, are so numerou

woman was slave. It was the mystery with
mnde her queen.

The charm of that mystery Is one whl<
have been spent In twisting and turning
become not alone the Insignia of femininity
distinguishes woman from man.

In breeches that characteristic disappe
Improvement on tattooing in that they are

But with them the visible charm of woman

tell a man that he Is in the presence of a t

In her place there is a person with who
prompt, but for whom never would he cut
else's.

When a man does not feel that way he
that makes him. Breeches never can. The
love.

animal Is a cat that lives at Dorchester,
Boston. Aleda Perkins, of 1222 Adams j
street, Its twelve-year-old mistress, calls it
Tim, and the illustration shows Just how
Tim and Aleda look when taking their
morning spin. The wheel Is Tim's delight,
and his young mistress says that If the
weather is fine he gives her no peace until
she Is bowling along on her wheel, while
he sits contentedly on her shoulder.
There is a quartet of cats In Massachu- j

setts whose tastes are somewhat similar
to those of the Dorchester favorite. These
cats belong to Edwin and Ernest Warren,
of No. 32 Nashua street, Montvaie, Mass.

They ride In a cage. Bun, Bob, Dick and
Peter are their names.

The Warren boys are very proud of their
pets. "When we get nome irom senem,

they say, "we give the cats their ride on

the wheel, sometimes two at a time on our

shoulders and sometimes in the cage. This

cage in which we take the cats is made of

poultry netting, and hooks to the bicycle i

where the lantern ordinarily is fastened. (

In addition to this there are some pieces
of iron that clasp the handle firmly and

thus prevent the cage breaking away, even

if they should experience a slight shock.
The cats are very heavy when taken in ,

the aggregate, as they weigh fully forty-
five pounds."
The cats seem to take the keenest delight

In touring ou a wheel. They lie perfectly
quiet as the wheel rolls along and seem to (

feel that they are performing a difficult ]
feat.
The black cat of Danville, Ky., as it Is ,

called, is one of the curiosities of the town. ,

muta rnt is a eenulne bicycle fiend. His
owner, W. G. Froctor, an Insurance man of

Danville, says it is more intelligent than
many human beings. No pace is too swift
for the cat. The more his master scorches
the better he likes it. He makes friends
with other wheelmen, and almost any
evening when his master is mounted, he may
be seen perched on the shoulder of one of
the fast local wheelmen. And he will not

ride with more than one person on the same i

evening. He refuses to be shaken off by
anything less than a header. <

Mr. Carroll Fleming, of No. 811 West

Twenty-third street. New York, owns a

bicycle pug. It is a very remarkable animal.He is having built for it an up-
bolstered wire basket suspended from the
handlebars. It will become a familiar ,

sight on the Boulevard in New Yon;. The

pug will doubtless often coax ffis owner for
a spin by licking his hand and barking. He
has a penchant for exercising his vocal
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ing will And 110 occasion to use bis bell
to announce his approach.
Mr. Cliaries Hemstreet, of No. 12 Dey

street, NeW York, tried to break in a

monkey to ride on his shoulder. Mr. Hemstreettold of the monkey's ability to cling
on to bis shoulder while he was scorching,
The simian kept up an incessant chatter
as if he thought the pace too hot. He
leaped from the handlebars to the rider's
shoulder and back again like a flash. lie
showed his teeth and grinned when Mr.
Hemstreet slowed up. He caught cold last
week aud died. Mr. Hemstreet was very

| proud of the monkey's accomplishments,
and took great pleasure in exhibiting his
bicycle tricks.
Inasmuch as fashion has taken so klnd'y

I to the wheel, and the belles in city and
country have become devoted cyclists, it
is only reasonable to expect that the lapdogis going to be treated to a new experience,and the sight of little baskets attachedto the front of a bicycle will, before

i long, probably be quite common.
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eth on edge. In the cnse of a pretty
nb. It is the very last thing you expect,
d are excellent as a whole. Examined
the provincial divine. Public opinion is
ose immodesty offends. There are laws
Cut that which this gentleman considers

'here is no line except the clothes line,
ndon it is a trifle lower than is observmayseem feasible, but It will never

itlng local bicyclers and bicycle clubs. It
came, as the thin sleeves are coming.
In the neighborhood of the Rue de la

dead than out of the fashion. Becomemode to which they cling. In ages reingedas fashions in frills change todneySmith, "possesses a peace of mind

jry one of them different. But where
lidarlty among them, is reverence for
ashion is a despot; though it has no dunltionality,no doubt, but conventionality
nperors and swept queens away.
io .has noticed the process by which the
Ir, is introduced or tabooed by them, will
bey are more than rulers, they are legispresentativeof bicyclers, that should
iuld waste time that might be better emnsof women, not for conventions of

ay. It has their indorsement.^ They
brevlated skirts. Their dress falls around
ill remain, for in that case it will be *

vagary of the understanding it should
was recently threatened, into breeches,
nd first and foremost to feminine allurene

on the street. The skirt will dls-
platonlc affection.
clever to divest herself of that which
e has the faculty to desire, and a woman

ability Is in exact proportion to her
rt is the Insignia.
a garment, it has been authoritatively
so meagre that she was as incapable

> of detaining each other. There were
the wardrobe was the development of
beat when woman ceased to resemble
made her modest and fashion mysterious

which, apart from mythology, were

s in modern history. In earlier days
which the skirt enveloped her that

?h no other can or will supersede. Ages
and draping and perfecting It. It has
but the outward characteristic which

ars; modesty, too. Breeches are an

a better protection from the elements,
, the curves and lines and folds which
eing different from himself, a creature

m he may fraternize if inclination
his throat or wish to cut any ore

has no feeling at all. It Is the skirl
history of clothing is the history *
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Both Fisfi and Reptife,
and Eats JW
Heat. | I';

A lepidosiren has been caught at ths
mouth of the Amazon River. Dr. Emll
joeldl, director of the Museum at Para,
eports with pride and glory the capture
>f this rare and interesting creature.
One of the great ambitions of Dr. Goeldi's

ife since he took charge of the Museum
Oad been to become the possessor of a

epidosiren. For several years his ambition
remained upgratified, but now he Is happy.
The lepidosiren is half fish and half reptile.but this peculiarity is not his only

?laiin to distinction. He has many strange
habits. Hitherto naturalists have been dividedin opinion as to its classification,
some calling it a fish, others a reptile, and
others a combination of the two.
It has legs and lungs, and can live out

of water, but its head is distinctly that of
a fish. In the construction of its tail It
shows some resemblance to a newt. The
lepidosiren is sometimes Inelegantly called
Ihe mudfish.

It lives in shallow waters, which are

completely dried up by the sun during a

long period of the year. The muddy beds
are baked into a hard and stony flooring,
and these animals would soon become extinctif they did not possess unusual means

a to I runt* thtd annual

When the hot season has set in and the
water has greatly lessened, the lepidosiren
wriggles its way deeply into the mud. Its
eyes are so constructed that the wet soil
cannot injure them and the external nostrils
ire two shallow blind sacs.
After it has reached a comfortable depth

It curls itself around with its tail wrapped
partly over its head, and in that position
awaits the the arrival of the rainy season.
It has a very flexible spine, enabling it to

curl itself up thorougniy.
While It Is curled up it secretes a large

amount of a shiny substance, which makes
the wails of its cell very smooth and alos
in binding the mud together. It lies in a

torpid condition and is evidently able to
live without air.
When the rains fall, the moisture penef,o r.l/11.. t li v/uxrli flcturoo rt tlia

earth, cracked In all directions by the constantheat, reaches the cell of the lepldosiren,dissolves Its wall and restores tho
Inhabitant to life, liberty and the pnrsult
of happiness in the water.
The cell of the lepldosiren is technically

called a cocoon. Until thoroughly soaked
in water its wall is very hard. The mucussubstance lining it forms a sort of
skin.
The lepldosiren attains a .considerable

size, and has very powerful jaws and
teeth. The one in the possession of Dr.
Goeldi measures over two feet In length.


